
 

MEDIA: Annalisa Meyer, (703) 875-1124 / Ameyer@arlingtonva.us  
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: December 5, 2012 
High-resolution images available upon request 

ARTISPHERE AND APARTMENT ZERO PRESENT  

THE WASHINGTON, DC INTERNATIONAL DESIGN FESTIVAL 
THU FEB 21– SUN MAY 19, 2013 

A three-month multidisciplinary design celebration featuring the exhibition 
THE NEXT WAVE: INDUSTRIAL DESIGN INNOVATION IN THE 21ST CENTURY 

Curated by Apartment Zero co-owner Douglas Burton  
Free public opening reception: Thu Feb 21 / 7-10pm  

 

The Next Wave is supported by media sponsor Surface Magazine, industry sponsor the Industrial Designers Society 
of America Mid-Atlantic Chapter and was produced in collaboration with the Embassy of Italy and the Italian 
Cultural Institute and Spain Arts & Culture, the Embassy of Spain and the Spain USA Foundation’s cultural program.  
 
Arlington, VA— What makes an object useful, 
engaging and beautiful? What is it about a distinct 
design that conveys calm, wonder and excitement in 
the user and helps us recall a moment in time? 
Artisphere and Apartment Zero present the 
Washington, DC International Design Festival from 
Thursday, February 21 through Sunday, May 19, 
2013.  The Festival is curated and produced by 
Apartment Zero co-owner Douglas Burton.  
 
The cornerstone of this free three-month long  
multidisciplinary celebration of design is  
The Next Wave: Industrial Design Innovation in the 
21st Century, a 4,000 square foot exhibition exploring 
innovation in product design from the last 13 years. Featuring one-offs, prototypes and pieces in 
production, The Next Wave focuses on innovation from Spain, Italy, Belgium, the U.K., Scandinavia, the 
Netherlands and the United States among others. On view will be over 100 objects covering the areas of 
lighting, tabletop, furniture, textile, product, electronics, housewares, tools and interactive design . The 
free public opening reception will be held on Thursday, February 21 from 7-10pm. The exhibition will be 
complemented by a series of free public programs (complete list follows) and a small retail pop-up 
shop.  
 
The Next Wave: Industrial Design Innovation in the 21st Century concentrates on many areas 

of interest,  including eco-friendly design, functionality and minimalism, the conceptual and the avant-

garde. The Next Wave allows the viewer to experience ongoing moments of engagement and enquiry 
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between the creator and user and serves as  a voice for 

objects that are provocative, rigorous and challenging—

yet also beautiful.  Creating objects that are works of art 

in themselves, each project sparks a new dialogue, 

diffusing preconceived notions of design and art, beauty 

and function while still capturing the spirit of the times.   

Everything we see, touch and use on a daily basis was 
designed by someone at some point in time. It’s how we 

feel when we interact with these objects and their 
subsequent usefulness and problem-solving capabilities 

that make all the difference.  Do we use them often or put them away, invest in them or discard them, 
pass them along to the next generation or toss them into a landfill?  Only the most adept and able will 
survive. That is what affirms their place in history and makes for a timeless design. An idea can be so 
simple that it is condensed and concentrated into its most basic parts. This is The Next Wave. 
 
The Washington, DC International Design Festival also features a series of free public programs 
including lectures, film, video and photo competition (complete list follows). The complementary 
programming will explore important issues through the lens of design, including the role of women in 
design, the fall and rise of American design, an interactive photo contest and a special appearance by 
Roberto Palomba of Palomba Serafini Associati, Milan. The design symposiums will feature more than 
20 panelists of critics, curators, product designers and writers who will share their unique voices on the 
subject of design and offer new ways of interpreting what we see and use on a daily basis.  In partnership 
with the Environmental Film Festival in the Nation’s Capital, the Festival will include a screening of 
Design is One: Lella and Massimo Vignelli. In Artisphere’s Bijou Theatre, videos of designers in the 
process of making their wares, from conception to completion, will be shown.  As noted previously, a 
small retail shop will also accompany the festival, where certain items from The Next Wave can be 
purchased.   
 
The Next Wave is supported by media sponsor Surface Magazine, industry sponsor the Industrial 
Designers Society of America Mid-Atlantic Chapter and was produced in collaboration with the 
Embassy of Italy and the Italian Cultural Institute and Spain Arts & Culture, the Embassy of Spain and 
the Spain USA Foundation’s cultural program.  
 
For the festival, an array of Washington DC-based design showrooms will graciously loan some of their 
most iconic objects for The Next Wave.  Special thanks to DC-based showrooms Boffi, Contemporaria + 
Alessi, Design Within Reach, Ligne Roset, Maxalto, Poliform + Sagart Studio and Poltrona Frau + Cassina. 
Additional thanks to Biolite Stoves, Blank Blank, Buzzispace, Christopher Ralston, Christopher Roy, Dave 
Johnson & Wendy Frieman, David Sylvester & Kara Heitz, Dyson, Eric Pfeiffer, Fiskars, Francisco Tardio, 
Global Lighting, Josh Owen, K F Williams, Kettal, Lladro, LZF, Maharam, Manulution, Michele Giacalone, 
O-Sun, Reza Feiz, Studio Dror and Tumi.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

CSYS Lamp, Jake Dyson, U.K. 

http://www.dcenvironmentalfilmfest.org/
http://www.surfacemag.com/
http://www.idsa.org/MidAtlantic
http://www.idsa.org/MidAtlantic
http://www.ambwashingtondc.esteri.it/Templates/HomePage.aspx?NRMODE=Published&NRNODEGUID=%7bC5B6FBC4-DE8B-481D-BAE4-C795F30CBBD6%7d&NRORIGINALURL=%2fAmbasciata_Washington&NRCACHEHINT=NoModifyGuest
http://www.iicwashington.esteri.it/IIC_Washington
http://www.spainculture.us/
http://www.maec.es/subwebs/Embajadas/Washington/en/home/Paginas/Home.aspx
http://www.spainusafoundation.org/
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ABOUT APARTMENT ZERO 
Apartment Zero is a Washington, DC-area based design incubation organization, providing a platform for 
emerging and established industrial designers to showcase their works and concepts in an effort to 
expose the public to advances in product design from around the world.  A catalyst and advocate for 
contemporary industrial designers, Apartment Zero connects and promotes these artists through 
collaborations with area embassies, museums and universities with a yearly exhibition and public 
programs series, aimed at furthering the cause of great product design. Apartment Zero is committed to 
presenting the work of the up-and-coming with the same enthusiasm bestowed upon their network of 
renowned contemporary designers from around the globe. For additional information about Apartment 
Zero, please contact Douglas Burton douglas@apartmentzero.com 703.538.2309 or visit 
www.apartmentzero.com  
 
ABOUT ARTISPHERE 

 
Artisphere connects artists and audiences through an eclectic mix of fresh, thought-provoking arts 
programming. We’re your spot for insight into the creative process and to engage in artistic 
adventures—from contemporary visual art, live music and theatre to new media, film and dance. Come 
explore, experience and engage—collide with art. Artisphere is located at 1101 Wilson Boulevard in 
Arlington, Virginia, two blocks from the Rosslyn Metro (blue/orange) and within walking distance of 
Georgetown. Admission to Artisphere and all its visual art galleries is free; there is a cost for ticketed 
events. Artisphere is pleased to offer its patrons free parking evenings after 5:00 p.m. and all day on 
weekends. For more information about Artisphere, visit www.artisphere.com.  
 
Artisphere is managed by Arlington Economic Development and supported in part by the Rosslyn 
Business Improvement District, corporations, foundations and individuals.  
 
Address/Contact  
Artisphere  
1101 Wilson Boulevard  
Arlington, VA 22209  
Phone: (703) 875-1100  
Please note that Artisphere’s Spectrum Theatre is directly adjacent to Artisphere’s main building and is 

located at 1611 N. Kent Street.  

Admission and Tickets  
Admission to Artisphere and its galleries is always free; there is a cost for ticketed events. Tickets for all 
events, unless otherwise noted, are available for advance purchase online through 
tickets.artisphere.com. Tickets are also available for purchase through the Box Office Call Center at (888) 

841-2787.  

http://www.apartmentzero.com/
mailto:douglas@apartmentzero.com
http://www.apartmentzero.com/
http://www.artisphere.com/
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Hours*  
Wednesday– Friday: 4:00 –11:00 p.m.  
Saturday: Noon – 11:00 p.m.  
Sunday: Noon – 5:00 p.m.  
Monday – Tuesday: Closed  

*Open later pending programmed events  

Online  

Follow Artisphere on Facebook and Twitter. View Artisphere's YouTube page. 

Free Parking  
Free parking with validation on evenings (after 5pm) and all day on weekends. For events at Artisphere  
(1101 Wilson) use the N. Kent Street garage entrance; validate at Artisphere’s Front Desk. For events at 
Artisphere’s Spectrum Theatre (adjacent to Artisphere and located at 1611 N. Kent) use the Arlington 

Ridge Road garage entrance. No validation needed for Spectrum Theatre events.  

Metro  

Two blocks from Rosslyn Metro (blue/orange).  

DC Circulator 

The Dupont-Georgetown-Rosslyn line drops two blocks away.  

Accessibility 
Artisphere is wheelchair accessible. Assisted listening devices are available for seated events. Sign-
language interpreters available; two weeks advance notice requested. The hearing impaired can learn 
about our upcoming programs by phone by dialing 711 (a national relay service) and requesting our 
calendar number (703) 875-1136. To access general information about Artisphere or to request a sign-

language interpreter, request (703) 875-1100. The information will be provided by text.  

### 

WASHINGTON, DC INTERNATIONAL DESIGN FESTIVAL FREE PUBLIC PROGRAMS 
THU FEB 21– SUN MAY 19, 2013 

 
Biographies of photo contest judges, moderators and panelists available upon request 

 
JUXTAPOSED: AN INTERACTIVE PHOTO CONTEST  
Thu Feb 21-Sun May 19 / Online via Apartment Zero’s Flickr Photostream 
Prizes: 1st prize: $500; 2nd prize: $250; 3rd prize:  $150 
Judges:  Dror Benshetrit, industrial designer (NY); Alain Gilles: industrial designer Belgium and designer 
of the year 2012; Tiffany Jow, design journalist (NY); Defne Koz,  industrial designer (Chicago); Ron 
Labaco, curator from the Museum of Arts and Design (NY)  
  
To coincide with The Next Wave exhibition and using the iconic piece “Juxtaposed” by Mike and Maaike 
as inspiration (on view in the exhibit and posted in Apartment Zeros’s Flickr photostream) , contest 
participants are invited to photograph two seemingly disparate yet relatable industrial design objects. 
The photograph should blend the objects in a way that conveys wit, symbolism and/or deeper meaning. 
Participants should upload their photos onto Apartment Zero’s Flickr photostream and are eligible to 
win prizes announced online at the end of the exhibition.  Winners will be announced by Friday, May 24.  

mailto:ameyer@arlingtonva.us
http://www.flickr.com/photos/apartmentzero1/
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WHO’S HOT, WHO’S NOT: THE ROLE OF WOMEN IN TODAY’S MALE DOMINATED INDUSTRIAL  
DESIGN FIELD 
Sat March 2 / 5–6:30pm; Q&A and reception to follow / Free /Dome Theatre 
Moderator: Karen Sommer Shalett, editor in chief, DC Modern Luxury Magazine 
Panelists: Jessica Dawson, director of identity, Seasonal Inflatable Structure, Hirshhorn Museum and 
Sculpture Garden (DC); Linda Hales, design journalist (DC);  Ellen Lupton, senior curator of contemporary 
design at the Smithsonian's Cooper-Hewitt, National Design Museum (NY);  Liana Paredes, director of 
collections & chief curator at Hillwood Museum and Gardens (DC) 
 
In an atmosphere where men dictate so many of the terms by which designers are chosen, hired, paid, 
and their pieces put into production and ultimately distributed, what do women bring to the field of 
industrial design that is uniquely their own?  What female personalities are leading the trend in product 
design and how have they broken away from their male counterparts to create their own visual 
language?  What have they done individually and as a group to influence designers of both sexes and 
design history in general?  Top designers like Patricia Urquiola (Spain), Hella Jongerius (Netherlands) and 
the Nordic group Front (Sweden) as well as Defne Koz (Turkey), Monica Forster (Sweden), Nani 
Marquina (Spain) and Ludovica Serafini (Italy) are more prolific than ever and are setting the trends that 
are ultimately picked up by others around the world and made into the items we use every day.  This 
panel discussion will focus on how female industrial designers from the 20th century influenced today’s 
crop of creatives and how today’s manufacturers are now clamoring to include female product 

designers into their assortment.   

DESIGN IS ONE: LELLA AND MASSIMO VIGNELLI (USA, 2012, 86 min.) 
Fri March 15 / 7:00 p.m. / Free / Dome Theatre 
Directed by Kathy Brew and Roberto Guerra 
Presented in conjunction with the Environmental Film Festival in the Nation’s Capital and the Italian 
Cultural Institute  
 
Italian-born Lella and Massimo Vignelli are among the world’s most influential designers. Their 
achievements in industrial and product design, graphic and publication design, corporate identity 
programs, architectural graphics, and exhibition, interior, and furniture design have earned worldwide 
respect and numerous national and international awards for over 40 years. In 1965 Massimo brought 
the Helvetica typeface to the U.S. Notable projects by the couple include New York’s subway signage 
and maps; the interior of Saint Peter’s Church at Citicorp Center; Venini lamps; Heller dinnerware; 
furniture for Poltrona Frau; and identity programs for Knoll International, Bloomingdales, Saks Fifth 
Avenue, Ford, and American Airlines.  Leaders on the frontline of the design profession, the Vignellis 
continue to be mentors to other designers. Their archive is being housed in a new building—The Vignelli 
Center for Design Studies—at the Rochester Institute of Technology, which will enable future 
generations to appreciate the Vignellis’ contributions.  Many from the world of design—from architects 
Richard Meier and Peter Eisenman to graphic designers Milton Glaser, Michael Bierut, and Jessica 
Helfand, among others—speak about the Vignellis’ work and tell us anecdotes. The film brings us into 
the work and everyday moments of the Vignellis’ world, capturing their intelligence and creativity, as 
well as their humanity, warmth, and humor.   
 
OH SAY CAN’T YOU SEE: WHAT HAPPENED TO AMERICAN DESIGN? 
Sat April 20 / 5–6:30pm; Q&A and reception to follow / Free / Dome Theatre 
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Moderator:  David Sokol, design journalist 
Panelists: Annie Groer, design journalist (DC); Josh Owen, chair of the Industrial Design Program at the 
Rochester Institute of Technology (NY); Scott Mason, design director, David Edward (DC); Tom Shiner, 
architect and  founder of Museum & Library Furniture (DC);  Jason Schupbach, design director for the 

National Endowment for the Arts (DC) 

 How often do you flip an object over to find that it is not made in America? Most likely you will find it 
stamped “made in China, Vietnam or Korea.” Like anything we covet, we want to know its country of 
origin. Why do we equate luxury with Italy or ingenuity with the Netherlands or quality with Germany? 
When American design is mentioned, what thoughts come to mind? Throughout time, every country has  
created  its own visual language, one that can be easily recognized and many times sought after.  
American design has gone through myriad ups and downs over the years and is now seeing a 
resurgence.  This panel discussion will explore the leading trends in American design and who the top 
contenders are who set those trends. From the contract market, where much of the resourcefulness and 
sales come from, to the residential field, where designers are pushing the boundaries of imagination, 
American Design fuses craftsmanship with originality to create a particular characteristic that formally 
may have been more difficult to define. 
 
ROBERTO PALOMBA: ITALIAN INDUSTRIAL DESIGNER 
Wed May 15 / 6pm; Talk + tour with reception to follow / Free / Terrace Gallery 
Sponsors: Embassy of Italy and the Italian Cultural Institute 
 
Experience this unique opportunity to meet one of the world’s most prolific and sought-after product 
designers, direct from Milan. Roberto Palomba founded Milan-based Palomba Serafini Associati in 1994 
with Ludovica Serafini. The high quality of their projects is their distinctive mark. They collaborate with 
the most prestigious design brands all over the world and the majority of their products designed since 
1994 are still in production. Numerous awards such as Compasso D’Oro, Red Dot Award, Design Plus 
Award, Product Innovation Award, German Design Award, Elle Decoration International Design Award 
attest to their work. "Our goal is to design free projects, able to interact in an evident and immedi ate 
way with people who choose them. Our success is measured by the amount of people worldwide who 
have chosen to share their lives intimately with our products," says Palomba. He currently develops 
important residential architecture, contract, interior and yacht design projects worldwide. Palomba 
Serafini Associati clients include Boffi, Cappellini, Driade, Elica, Foscarini, KitchenAid, Kos, Laufen, 
Poltrona Frau, Samsung, Tubes, Zanotta and Zucchetti.   Take a moment to walk through the exhibition 
with Palomba as he talks about his inspiration behind his pieces and responds to other objects 
throughout the show.   

 
 
 


